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Item No. 1        

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL  
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

(Through Video Conferencing) 
 

 

Original Application No. 581/2018 
Earlier O.A. No. 302/2013 (SZ) (THC) 

   

The Edayar Resident’s Association, Edayar   Applicant(s) 
 
 

Versus 
 

The Government of India &Ors    Respondent(s) 

         

 

 Date of hearing: 29.04.2019 
 
 CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE K. RAMAKRISHNAN, JUDICIAL MEMBER 
   HON’BLE DR. NAGIN NANDA, EXPERT MEMBER 

  

 For Applicant(s):  None  
 For Respondent (s):  Mr. E.K. Kumarsena, adv 
     Mr. Remasmrithi, Adv for KSPCB 
        

ORDER 
 

 

1. The issue for consideration in this case is regarding the remedial 

measure for removing the pollution and rejuvenating the polluted 

KaramanaRiver in Thiruvananthpuram district. By order dated 

25.01.2019 this Tribunal has considered various orders passed in this 

case on different occasions and also considered the observations 

made in O.A. No. 673/2018 in “News Item Published in “The Hindu” 

authored by Shri Jacob Koshy, titled “More river stretches are now 

critically polluted: CPCB” and also directions given in that case by 

order dated 20.09.2018 requiring preparation of action plans by River 

Rejuvenation Committee (RCC) as per suggested composition and 

further action as directed in the said order.  

2. The Tribunal also considered the manner in which the KaramanaRiver 

flows and also other rivers joins Karamana namely Parvathy Puthanar 

and Killi River and the reason for pollution caused to the river 

Karamana.  

3. The Tribunal also considered the various replies given by the 

authorities and various directions given in this regard. It is also 

mentioned in the said order that the stand taken by the State of 

Kerala and the Kerala State Pollution Control Board is that draft 
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action plan for 21 polluted river stretches in Kerala has been prepared 

by the River Rejuvenation Committee and the same have been 

submitted to Central Pollution Control Board in view of the order 

passed by this Tribunal on 20.09.2018 in O.A. No. 673/2018. 

4. The Tribunal also found the inaction on the part of the State 

authorities in remedying the situation and also the necessity for 

passing an order dated 16.01.2019 in O.A. No. 606/2018 in the 

matter of compliance of Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 and 

constitution of a overseeing Committee headed by Justice A.V. 

Ramkrishan Pillai, former judge of the High Court of Kerala 

5. The Tribunal directed the said Committee to oversee the issue of 

rejuvenation of polluted river in Kerala as well and directed this to be 

linked with O.A. No. 673/2018. It is also mentioned that the issue of 

amount of compensation to be recovered from State of Kerala and the 

amount for which performance guarantee is required to be furnished 

will be determined in the said proceedings. 

6. It is also mentioned that the State of Kerala appear to be focusing 

only on hotspots of polluted stretch, ignoring settled principle of 

management of river i.e., “beginning of pipe solution” for any success 

for tackling pollution of the river. Mere treatment of hotspot without 

treatment to entire stretch will not achieve the desired results and 

with the above directions, the petition was disposed of. 

7. Accordingly a report has been submitted by Justice A.V. Ramkrishna 

Pillai, former judge of the High Court of Kerala, Chairman of State 

Level Monitoring Committee appointed by this Tribunal. 

8. The State of Kerala also submitted an action plan in O.A. No. 

606/2018 of this Tribunal regarding this. The report shows that the 

Senior Environmental Engineer and other officers of the KSPCB 

conducted a field visit of 19 polluted points of Karamana and Killiar 

rivers and in consultation with the 

ThiruvananthpuramMunicpalCorporation (TMC) and Kerala Water 
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Authority (KWA) and the State Irrigation Department, they wanted to 

have the action plan.  

9. It is also mentioned in the report that Executive Engineer, Sewage 

Division, KWA submitted an action plan which is attached as Ext. X4 

to this report with the estimated costs of implementation as 

Rs.1,47,000 Lakhs  and it is mentioned in the report that it will 

remain only on papers.  

10. It is also mentioned that the Superintending Engineer, Irrigation 

South Circle, Thiruvananthapuram submitted a separate action plan 

which is appended as Ext.X5, which contains certain valid 

suggestions which would alleviate the existing problems to a certain 

extent.   

11. The report also says the action plan and the comment on the 

action plan by the Chairman which reads as under: 

“Reportedly, in the action plan approved by the Chief Secretary on 

28.12.2017, the following actions were assigned to the KWA. 

1. For stopping the overflow of sewage into streams/drains 

from pumping/lift stations and for providing alternate 

mechanism while stopping the overflow:- 

(a) Installation of additional pump sets in pump houses at 

Plamood, Murinjapalam, Kannammoola and 

Mudavanmugal with a final target of 31.12.2019. 

Here it is apt to point out that overflow of sewage was 

observed from Murinjapalam and Thaliyil pump houses. 

(b) Purchase of a mobile generater. 

(c) Upgradation of pump houses at Aranoor and Thaliyil. 

(d) New pumping line from Mudavanmugal pump house, to 

Jagathy Junction. 

(e) Laying of pumping line from stilling chamber to Muttathara 

sewage treatment plant crossing Parvathiputhanar. 
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The state Pollution Control Board has observed that though 

pump sets were installed in the pump house at Kuriyathi, 

more quantity of sewage is pumped from the said pump 

house to Muttathara sewage plant. However, the works for 

connecting the main line form Kuriyathi across 

Parvathiputhanar has not been initiated so far. This 

causes more overflow of sewage to Parvathiputhanar. 

 It is also relevant to note that the details of quantity of 

sewage pumped from thefour terminal sewage pumping 

stations and the quantity of sewage reaching Muttathara 

sewage plant are not supplied by the Water Authority. 

2. For ensuring that the sewer lines from individual 

houses/flats/commercial establishments/hospitals/hotels 

are connected to subublines/main line and that there is a 

no leakage to adjacent drains: 

(a) Laying of new sewer pipe line at Mythri Nagar, 

Madavanmugal. 

In relation to this only few works relating to some small 

stretches have been reported by the KWA. 

(b) Rehabilitation of sewer line in Sreedevinagar and near 

Thaliyil pump house under KRSM project. 

Though it is reported that these projects are proposed in 

the State plan 2018-2019, nothing on the major part of 

Block A, B and C (Marked in Ext.X7) are mentioned. 

3. Though proposals were made for ascertaining the 

adequacy of existing old sewer pumping lines, main lines 

and sub-lines/manholes in the area respectively in Block 

A, B and C (Marked in Ext.X7) and for revamping the same 

considering the further growth, only the rehabilitation of 

sewer lines in Manjalikulam, Thampanoor, RMS area was 

completed. It is only a small part of sewer line 
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rehabilitation. Various other works of 

rehabilitation/extention of existing sewage system has to 

be completed. 

Here it may be pointed out that the existing sewage 

system can be done only after ascertaining the adequacy 

of the existing old sewer pumping lines, main lines, sub-

lines/manhole in Block A, B an C (Marked as Ext. 7) 

4. Development of a data base in GIS platform showing the 

location of sewer pipe lines, manholes, pumping lines etc., 

low lying areas with no sewerage connection, frequently 

blocking areas, the residences, flats, hotels, hospitals with 

and without sewerage connection. 

The KSPCB reports that they have developed the mobile 

application through Kerala Remote Sensing Agency and 

the Engineers of Kerala Water Authority were given 

training and the application was loaded in their mobile 

phones. However, they have not utilized the said 

application which has provision for finding out block area 

manholes, etc. Reportedly KWA is going for another mobile 

application with an amount of Ten Lakh rupees. 

5. For giving top priority to the four pumping stations which 

do not have spare pumps viz., Thaliyil, Pattom, 

Murinjapalam and Kannamoola, availability of spare 

pumps were directed to be ensured. However, nothing is 

mentioned regarding this. 

6. For assessing the adequacy of sewage lines at 

Thampanoor and East Fort area (Block B in the Ext. X7), 

there was a direction to ascertain the quantity of water 

consumption in this area, as well as the quantity of 

sewage reaching the common sewage treatment plant. 
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However, no technical report has been submitted so far by 

KWA to the KSPCB.  

The aforesaid assessment is necessary as KWA is 

proposing to carry sewage from other areas of the city like 

Kazhakoottam to the present Sewage Treatment Plant 

(STP) of 107 ML D capacity at Muttathara. Unless a study 

regarding the quantity of incoming sewage as well as 

treated sewage at present by the STP is conducted, it will 

lead to excess quantity of sewage reaching the present 

STP.  

7. The other direction were: 

(a) Regularisation of collection and disposal of septage by 

private parties. 

(b) Development of online system to ensure the disposal of 

septage at treatment plant, by sharing the revenue of the 

TMT and KWA. 

(c) Proposing slit traps to prevent the entry of sediment into 

the sewer system. 

(d) Stoppage of disposal of solid waste including sanitary 

napkins into sewer lines. 

(e) Stoppage of entry of rain water into the sewer system, to 

avoid overflow of sewage through namhole into the roads 

and drains. Most of these matters are to be taken up 

jointly by the TMC and the KWA. Discussions on these 

lines are yet to be done.” 

12. Though it is mentioned in the report that there are certain 

schemes evolved but there is nothing mentioned at the stage at which 

these schemes are and how they are going to implement the same 

within the time lineetc has not been mentioned. 

13. The chairman of the Committee also reported that he was getting 

full cooperation from the Local Self Government Department, 
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Environment Department, Health Department and State PCB but they 

are not getting adequate support from the Department like Water 

resources department.  They are not providing the necessary data 

required for the purpose of preparation the action plan or evolving a 

solution for remediation of the situation.  

14. The Chief Secretary is directed to consider this aspect and direct 

concerned authorities to cooperate with the Committee and others 

who are dealing with the preparation of the action plan and 

implementation of the action plan and submit the necessary data 

required to the Chairman of the State Level Monitoring Committee for 

his comments on the same. 

15. The Chief Secretary is directed to look into the matter and also 

consider the recommendations and suggestions given by the 

concerned department’s head, who are coordinating the issue with the 

State Level Monitoring Committee for the purpose of preparation and 

implementation of the action plan and submit the progress report 

once in three months to this Tribunal by e-mail.  

16. We appreciate the efforts taken by the Committee in this regard  

17. Copy of this order may be forwarded to the State Level Monitoring 

Committee as well as the Chief Secretary for compliance. 

18. Post on 3rd July, 2019.  

 

 

 

K. Ramakrishnan, JM 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Dr. Nagin Nanda, EM 

 
April 29, 2019 
O.A No. 582/2018 
PU 
 


